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FACTFILE - FEMM 
 
4. Committee on Women’s Rights and Gender Equality     FEMM 
 
The question of reducing gender bias and modernizing the workspace  
Professionals for Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) are in great 
demand. The number of men working in traditionally male-dominated fields like STEM still 
greatly surpasses the number of women. As these scientific fields become increasingly more 
important with regards to digitalization, development, healthcare etc., measures should be 
taken to simultaneously promote gender equality in male dominated fields and modernize 
the workspace. How should these measures look like?  How can gender bias be reduced in 
the job market? 
 
What is gender bias? 
Gender bias is behavior that shows favoritism toward one gender over another. Most often, 
gender bias is the act of favoring men and/or boys over women and/or girls. 
 
What are male dominated occupations? 
Male-Dominated occupations are those comprised of 25% or fewer women. Male-
dominated industries and occupations are particularly vulnerable to reinforcing harmful 
stereotypes and creating unfavorable environments that make it even more difficult for 
women to excel.  
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